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The shadows of mourning for the Queen-Mother
deprived the solemn act of signature of some of its
proposed magnificence, but even without the reception
at Buckingham Palace the first of December took its
place as a great hour in the history of Europe,

Involuntarily Stresemann's thoughts sped back to
the time, now more than a year ago, which he now
realised was the first stage on this journey. Only a
year ago, and the world looked at him with an altered
face* Only a year ago and the German delegation were
asking themselves whether they would receive the
same treatment as the other members of the Conference
and recognising, in the event, that the generously
accorded acknowledgement of equality was a great
step in advance. It was only a year since the partici-
pants had faced each other as two divided camps of
victorious creditors and defeated debtors.

Now, only equal representatives of European States
sat round the conference table. From the purely
external point of view, much in the picture had changed.
Many of those then present had been swept away by a
new wave of public opinion. Instead of Macdonald's
weary intellectual features he saw before him Cham-
berlain's rigid monocled countenance; Herriot's square
peasant's skull had been replaced by Briand's worn,
seamed face; even at his own side Luther's tense and
solemn seriousness had succeeded Marx's eager
geniality. He alone represented the German Empire
as he had represented it then. But no longer as a
suppliant, as one who came to ask, but as one who has
something to bestow, he sat among the great Powers
and knew that this solemn hour would never have
come to fruition had he not laboured for it with his